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February 16, 2010

Staff Report

Owners: Donald and Deborah Reuwer
4389 Jennings Chapel Road
Brookeville, MD 21

Farm Location: East side of Jennings Chapel Road, west of Rt. 97
Tax Map 21, Parcel 221; 214 +/-acres

Easement Designation: MALPF easement #13-79-05Ces1

Request: Review and recommendation of approval by the Howard County Agricultural
Preservation Advisory Board (APAB) to construct a tenant house on a
Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) easement.

Recommendation: Recommendation to the APAB to recommend approval to MALPF of the
request to construct a tenant house.

Summary:

Donald and Deborah Reuwer are the current owners of the subject property, which was placed in the Maryland
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) easement program on March 30, 1982 by Long Valley
Farm, Inc. There are two dwellings on the property, the pre-existing principal dwelling and a tenant house,
which was approved by the MALPF Board on November 25, 2003. A 2004 request to release and subdivide the
pre-existing dwelling, and a 2007 request to conduct forest mitigation, were both approved but not done. Mr.
Reuwer’s current request is to construct a tenant house for his full time farm manager, Dale Proctor. Mr. Reuwer
boards, breeds and races thoroughbred race horses, hunters and jumpers and fox hunters.

Staff Analysis:

Per Section 2-513(b)(4) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, subject to the approval of the MALPF Board, a
landowner may construct housing for tenants fully engaged in the operation of the farm. Mr. Reuwer is
requesting a tenant dwelling for his employee, Dale Proctor, who has been his full time farm manager for ten
years. She is currently living in the 840 square foot tenant house that Mr. Reuwer got approval for in 2003. He
would like to build a larger house for Ms. Proctor and allow another full time employee, Emily Melton, to reside
in the existing tenant house. Ms. Melton assists Ms. Proctor in the care of the farm’s horse population, in
addition to training new horses. The new tenant house is proposed to be located in close proximity to the
existing tenant house and the two horse barns, taking access from the existing farm lane. The house is proposed
to be approximately 1,984 square feet in size.
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Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends that the APAB recommend approval to the MALPF Board for construction of a tenant house
in the proposed location. This recommendation is based on the property owner providing sufficient justification
to show the need for housing for his full time employee. The proposed location is logical based on its proximity
to the barns and existing tenant house. The relatively small size of the house is in keeping with its proposed use.
This approval would be subject to the following condition:

1. Applicant must obtain all appropriate county and state permits and approvals.

Prepared by: Date:

Joy Levy, Administrator
Agricultural Land Preservation Program

Attachments:
Location Map
Aerial Photo
Preservation Map
Soils Map
Letter from Mr. Reuwer, with exhibits
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