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HOWARD COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION BOARD
February 16, 2010

Staff Report

Owners: Ricky and Leslie Bauer
P.O. Box 7
Dayton, MD 21036

Farm Location: South side of Howard Road, east of Green Bridge Road
Tax Map 27, Parcel 57; 122 +/- acres

Easement Designation: Howard County easement HO-90-11-E

Request: Review and approval by the Howard County Agricultural Land Preservation
Board to release a 875 square foot area for public interest use purposes.

Recommendation: Recommendation to the Board to approve the release of a 875 square foot area
for public interest use purposes, subject to the following conditions: passage of a
resolution by the County Council finding that the proposed use is in the public
interest; preparation, execution, and recordation of an amended deed of easement
reflecting the release of a portion of the easement for a public interest use;
repayment to the County for the acreage released from the easement; obtainment
of all appropriate county and state permits and approvals.

Summary:

Ricky and Leslie Bauer are the current owners of the property which was put into the Agricultural Land
Preservation Program (ALPP) on July 16, 1990 by Donald Morrison. The Bauers are requesting the release of 875
square feet from the easement for a public interest use in the form of a monopole cell tower and accessory ground
equipment. The release is contingent upon a satisfactory recommendation from the Board and a resolution passed
by the County Council finding that the proposed use is in the public interest.

Staff Analysis:

Per Section 15.516 of the Howard County Code, up to one acre of land may be released from an agricultural
preservation easement, provided that the County Council passes a resolution that the proposed use is in the public
interest, and the landowner pays the County for the released acreage.

The proposed 875 square foot communications facility would include a 135" monopole within a 25’ x 35’
graveled telecommunications compound area. As is indicated on the attached map provided by TMobile, the
proposed release area is located within a wooded area nearby existing agricultural buildings and will take access
via an existing asphalt farm lane. The property owners will be required to pay the County $5,500 per acre plus
interest for the 875 square foot, or .02 acre, area proposed to be released from the easement.
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Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the request to release a 875 square foot area from the easement, subject to the
following conditions:

1. Passage of a resolution by the County Council finding that the proposed use is in the public interest.

2. Anamended deed of easement is to be prepared, executed, and duly recorded in the land records of
Howard County. The amended deed of easement will reflect the release of a portion of the easement for a
public interest use.

3. The applicant must repay the County for the acreage on which the public interest use is allowed at the
price per acre that the County paid for the easement, plus interest from the date of settlement at the
general rate of interest. This figure works out to be approximately $296.84.

4. Applicant must obtain all appropriate county and state permits and approvals.

Prepared by: Date:
Joy Levy, Administrator
Agricultural Land Preservation Program

Attachments:

Location Map

Aerial Photo

Preservation Map

Soils Map

Request letter from Mr. and Mrs. Bauer
Maps from TMobile
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